Social Studies and World Citizenship

is his love of the heroic. The typical hero for children is the
man of action, and it is important that we choose heroes who
are men of peace as well as men of action. The urge of
youth is to do, and to admire those who do.

LITERATUHE AS EDUCATION FOR WOULD CITIZENSHIP

One of the moral and social aims of literature should be
the achievement of an appreciation of world citizenship. It
compels the reader to question his own" views in terms of
those presented by the author. Any piece of literary work
which embodies a more than local view of life is valuable in
the teaching of world citizenship. The scope of literature
is as wide as all the experience of mankind ; in fact, when
we consider such masterpieces as Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress,
Defoe's Gulliver's Travels, Plato's Republic and some of the
works of Bacon and of H. G. Wells, we might say that it
goes beyond man's practical experience, both past and
present, and therefore may be even more useful. Anyhow,
literature is a world subject, and this breadth of appeal is
revealed by the fact that we classify literature as one of the
humanities or human subjects. The appeal of a thrilling
or inspiring poem or an intriguing essay is as wide as its
worfd of readers. Its appeal is 4 international, and the
literary geniuses of one nation are recognized and honoured
by all as the ambassadors of culture and friendship. This
can well be said of, to give a very few examples, Hans
Andersen, Galsworthy, Hawthorne, Goethe, Loti, Maeter-
linck, Schiller, Shakespeare, Shaw, Tagore, Tchekov, Tol-
stoy, Twain, Voltaire, Wells, Whitman.

Yet in studying the works of such international literary
geniuses (whether in the original language or translated) a
sympathetic understanding of the nationality, psychology
aad environment of the author must be brought clearly to
bear, or misunderstandings which may prove mischievous
can easily arise. The sadness which pervades so much of